David C. Hanson
211 North Linden Street
Hammond, Louisiana 70401

December 22, 1997
Dear Jim,

I have a great favor to ask you, if you’re able. I’'m applying to anyone from whom I
might stand a plausible chance of getting some support, so I can get some time off and finish
these projects. Among possible granting agencies is the Bibliographical Society of America,
which offers $1000 for travel. I’m asking to travel to the UK, so I can see some items first
hand: the 1835 diary, the commonplace book, Exile of St. Helena, and supporting materials
such as JJR’s diaries and his letters to Harrison about JR’s poetry. I’ve enclosed the narrative
description I’ve sent to the Society. The narrative also describes plans for an edition, once the
bibliography is finished.

They ask for three supporting letters. Would you mind writing one of these letters,
remarking on the importance of my work to Ruskin scholarship, the necessity of my being
thorough and examining the items at Lancaster, and the probability of my being able to finish
this work once this trip is made?

The letter should be sent to:

The Bibliographical Society of America
P.O. Box 1537

Lenox Hill Station

New York, NY 10021

Hang on to a copy of the letter. They may be the Bibliographical Society of America, but
they’re a decidedly careless group of people. In PMLA they advertised the deadline as January
31, but when I got the application, it said it was due December 6! It was already December 5,
when I received this. Since the PMLA announcement was their mistake, they finally agreed to
give me an extension, but only until last Friday, for my part. I can have until January 10 to
get all the letters in, which doesn’t leave you a lot of time, but I hope enough.

% % ok ok

Other news. Before the end-of-semester rush took over, I was working on revising the
entry for the 1833 tour poem. A number of things baffle me, and I’ve written to John
Hayman, since he has done the latest work on Ruskin in Switzerland. He was very helpful,
but I need to run some of this past you as well. He mentioned, by the way, which I didn’t
know, that you wrote a catalog John Ruskin e Le Alpi. Would Brantwood be able to sell me a

copy? (I did get in the mail, a month or so ago, your Brantwood and Bembridge book, but I
haven’t had a chance to look closely at it.)

No hurry on the following questions. During the holidays, I’ll be finishing the next



issue of Louisiana Literature, a special issue on Tennessee Williams—S50th anniversary of
Streetcar Named Desire—so I won’t have much time for Ruskin until the middle of January.

(1) I don’t know what to make of the competing accounts of the itinerary—those in
Praeterita and the second volume of the Library Edition and Hayman’s in John Ruskin and
Switzerland. All accounts seem to agree on the first stage, from Calais through the Rhine
journey. From Strasbourg, they dropped southeast through the Black Forest to Schaffhausen,
and on to Konstanz and Bodensee to the east.

(1a) Now begin the disagreements. First, I asked Hayman if he knew where Cook and
Wedderburn obtained their “correction” of the itinerary Ruskin gives in Praeterita (see
2:340n)? Collingwood in the Life follows Praeterita, so 1 assume that this was some
editorializing of Cook’s, not something they picked up from Collingwood. Hayman thought
they might have gotten the idea from John James’s diary, but he couldn’t find his notes on the
diary to confirm this. Is that a likely source?

(16) According to C. and W.’s note, from Constance they followed the Rhine down to
Chur (Coire). The Spliigen Pass is farther south, with the Via Mala along the way. (All this
will be obvious to you, but I don’t know Switzerland. If I spell out the itinerary and make a
silly mistake, you can catch me.) Coming down from the Spliigen Pass, they entered
Chiavenna, and from there they approached the top of Lake Como. From the bottom of Como
it’s not much farther south to Milan, where they went next; and Lago Maggiore is back up
north and west again. But I don’t understand their progress after Maggiore at all. Why,
according to C. and W., would they have gone from Maggiore all the way west to Geneva,
then down to Turin? From Turin, it’s said, they went through the St. Bernard to Vevey, on
the eastern end of Lake Geneva. But then to Interlaken?! Then back to Chamouni?! Wouldn’t
this be a waste of money? Also, this account omits to mention Genoa: C. and W. do place the
poem on Genoa gfter Maggiore.

Hayman suggested that “Geneva” after “Maggiore” in C. & W.’s note must have been
a slip for “Genoa.” That would explain a lot, and it would correspond to their placement of
the poem. What do you think?

(1¢) Then there’s the autobiography’s account. According to Praeterita, before
following the Rhine from Constance to Chur, the family made a circle from Basle to Berne to
Interlaken to Lucerne to Zurich to Constance. In Italy, Genoa followed Milan. Geneva was
approached through the Simplon, not the St. Bernard as C. & W. claim. Ruskin agrees that
Chamouni was the last stop before leaving the mountain country.

Hayman puts the northern Swiss cities affer the reentry (through the Simplon) to
Switzerland, with Chamouni along the way, not at the end. They reentered France near
Neuchatel, not farther south at Lyon, as Ruskin remembered. How did Hayman come up with
this? He says, “I have slipped around the main issue: when did they do the circuit of Swiss
towns? Praeterita’s account seems logical. Again I wonder if JJR’s diary indicates otherwise.”
So I guess he doesn’t remember how he came up with his version, unless it was from the JJR

diary.

(1d) Complicating matters still more is Ruskin’s list of proposed sections for the



“Account” at the back of MS VIII. The list is close to Hayman’s but places Geneva at the end
of the northern towns, not the beginning. And the Ruskins reenter through the St. Bernard,
not the Simplon.

Hayman’s suggestion was that the mention of “The Great St Bernard” in the list (JR’s
no. 37) might be “an aside or extra,” since “earlier sections—e.g., Domodossola (no.
34)—indicate a crossing by the Simplon Pass.” I’ve enclosed a xerox of a transcript of the
endpaper list. (I’ve taped the sheets in the way they have to be held on top of one another to
give an idea of the lists’ appearance on the boards.)

(2) A different kind of question, one that I have a feeling I’ve asked before. The
pieces of the 1833/34 Account (“Andernacht” and “St. Goar™) that were published in
Friendship's Offering would have appeared in the annual printed in 1835 but called “for
1836,” correct? The Lib. Ed. bibliography (38:4) says these pieces are in the same annual that
contains “Saltzburg,” and since that poem was composed during the tour of 1835, this annual
cannot be the one printed in 1834 “for” 1835. But the Lib. Ed. bibliography calls the annual
“F. O. for 1835.” Those annuals drive me nuts.

* % % ok

I hope that, by the time this letter reaches you, that you’ve enjoyed a healthy and
happy Christmas and that it remains only to wish you a prosperous New Year. Thank you, as
always, for your invaluable help. Let me know if you need further information for the letter
to the Bibliographical Society.

Best,
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