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A TOUR ON THE CONTINENT

And, swelled by every Alpine snow,
Now see it chase these cliffs below,
On whose high summits deeply rent
Rise many a fortress battlement,
Seeming the lords of rock and hill,
And mighty in their ruin still.

VIA MALA!
Otr path is on the precipicg!”
How fayg/far down those waters hiss
That like an avalanche below ;
Whirl on a stream of foamy snow ¥ » )
T've seen the Rhine when in his pride; y*
All unresisted; undefied; >~ P
Rolled smoothly on his aged tide:y”
I've seen the Rhine with younger wave
O’r every obstacle to rave:y-*—
I see the Rhine in his native wild .
Is still a mighty mountain child=>"
How rdcked upon his tortuous bed !
Came up;ifrom the abyss of dread;s
The deafening roar with softened sound;—

Murmuring up from the profound

Of distance dark;»where light of day L
Pierced not the thick;'damp,twilight greysy
To the precipices sharp and sheer -~~~

Whence the white foam looked up so clear: "

On looking &%r the barrier

Erom that|rocksshelf, that hung so high
“Twixt the far depth and the blue sky, <
Above, beside, around there stood ~ -

The difficult crags in_order rude
Soaring to the thi ,)éold upper air;—

—»Looked forth unnaturally cleary;,

Jagged with many a piny spedrs-2_.

And here and there a patch of snow

Contrasted strangely with the glow'

Of the red;roughyymighty cliffs;;and shed

A strange;ycold light through the yawning dread
Of the abyssy gulph belows, .~

369

! [ It was again fortunate that we took the grandest pass into Italy,—that the first
ravine of the main Alps I saw was the Via Mala™ (Praterita, i. ch. vi.'§ 136).]
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.S’_F "",’.‘5‘; V)
SPLUGEN

A vrrreie cultivated space
Amid the rocky wilderness,—

It was not so conspicuous seeny _
Where every mountain top was greens’

But that a little hamlet lay; >

With its enclosures, “mid the array

Of the dark pines, most peacefully: ;

And a few cattle strayed alongg o~

Browsing the grass the rocks among;»=—"

Ringing their bellssnand here and there;—“—

Poised on rocképinnacles i*the airp*—

Looked out from his round glassy eye -

The mountain goat suspiciously.>-

And; drop by dropy7a little spring

Down the smopth crag came glistering; ,-#—

With a sweet; tinkling sound, and fell

Into a mossed receptacle;— "~

The long trunk of an aged firs;

You scarce could see the water there;;”

So clear it ran, and sparkled rounds-"

Then gurgled ofer the grassy groundsy "

Marking its course by the fresh green

Of the grasscblades it danced between.

I drank, and rested, and would fain
_Have stopped to gazeyand gaze againg)
“"And rest awhile the wearied eye;)—+—

Wearied with wild sublimitye-<_ ;

Nof on} the peaceful bourne is past;)™

The rocks around are closing fast 75

Higher and higher towjrds the heaven

Betwixt the cliffs our road is rivenj.

Or twining round the hil'j\siaé"'baré

‘With many a bend, where the high air

~OGan to blow cold, and damp; and keen,

[ But sharp;and pressurelesss;” Ahe green,
Though fresh upon the mountain sidesy o
Was now more thinly scattered., .

Now might you see, in sheltered nook, >

The snow arch ¢%er the icy brookss<—

With strange;white;delicate; bridgy curve

That the green light shot through abovesy~—

And round, beneath, besidesithere grew -

The Alpine rosé’is heathery huesye

1 [This
never lost h
second editi:

2 [The e

A e Ti
ed. of 1891.
among the /
P. xxx. n.]
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That blushed along the mountain head. -
/ _ Was never flow’r so regal red’! '« o
LAV > Tt climbed the scathed old rocks along,—~
© 7 __Looked outsthe colds white snow amongy,———
) T And;where no other flower would blowsy-=—
F There you might see the red rose grow.m s«

r A&

OGS

i~ |
THE SUMMIT
Oxyswe are on the mountain-top!/™
The clouds float by in fleecy flock;
Heavy, and dank,; Around; below;
A wilderness of turf and snow,—
Scanty rock turf, orjmarble bare;-
Without a living things. for there
Not a bird clove the thingcold air
With labouring wing:- the very goat
To such a height ascendeth notg)—e—
And if the cloud’s thick drapery
Clove for a moment, you.would see
<A —The longywhite snow fields on each side
Clasping the mountain-breast, or heaped
In high,Wwreathed hills, whence torrents leaped;y

£ &omd

And gathering force, as d dot \ s

{ovood 7 To aid the swift Rhine’s headlong swell:s. ¢
. ~And here and there a mould’ring cross
GMa > Of dark pine;matted ¢’er with moss;s -
Hung o'er? the precipice, to tell
Where some benighted traveller fells)
Or where the avalanché’s leap
Hurled dowr!,-r\{vith its wild thunder sweep;
Him urexpectings.and to pray
The passing traveller to stay;y-+—
__ Andglooking from the precipice ;-
L +vomy/ Dizzily down)l;o the abyss;y o
To wing to heaven one short prayery;-
One, for the soul that parted there.

! [This was of course the so-called ‘ Alpine rose,” i.e. rhododendron. Ruskin
never lost his particular affection for this flower : see, e.g. Sesame and Lilies, preface to
second edition.

1 [The ed. of 1891 reads ““on.”]
3 [The rest of this passage, and that headed ““The Descent,” were omitted in the
ed. of 1891. It is interesting to note that even in the excitement of new impressions

among thﬁa Alps, the boy’s thoughts revert to the hills of the Lake Country; ¢f. above,
P. xxx. n,

s
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I thoughtyjas’ by the cross I past;,*—
Of far Helvellyis dreary wastess<—
/“Mid my own hills, and_ egend strange J7

How from dark Striden/s ! ridgy range.-
One fell, upon a wintry day, 2
When snow wreaths white concealed his ways s+
And died, beside a small dark tarn, B
Oferlooked by crags, whose foreheads stern
Shut in a little vales.a spot

i/ By m¢n unknown and trodden not; >

' Green, and most beautiful, and lay/;

His bones there whiteningjmany a day, ,

Though sun and rain might work their willgy

From bird and wolf protected stilly= '

For he had one companion, one,

‘Watched oler him in the desert lone3”

That faithful dog beside sat ayess-

Baying the vulture from his prey,

Else moved not, slept not, stirred not, still .~

O'er lake and mountain, rock and fillo -/ 1/

Rung his short;plaintiveytimid erys,« - '

Most melancholy.; None passed by,

‘None heard his sorrowing call for aidsy—=—

Yet still beside the corse he staidsy .~

And watched it moulder, and the clay;+ <

When three long months had past aways)<.

It was discovered where it lays)——

And he beside it. 'Would that we could love

]

As he did. ,
THE DESCENT

A fE,inFUL mountain y;rp.l_l_;;\;iwse sweep . ;

At one sheer plunge;six thousand feety——— | 4

Stoops to the valley/;. on each side ~ ) e

Of surgy; snowy mountain crest;’

And all along that hill's steep breast

With snakeilike coilings, wound our way -

On narrow shelves of rock, that lay ’
- Almost olerhanging, and so sheer;5-—
OTwas terror to look down, so near,

To such a precipice of fear., .

Is tossed a very ocean\;:ide,

e

1 [Striding Edge. For another reference to Gough and his dog, sec Vol. I. p. 416.]
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And far before; kind far behind, -

We tracked our dread wayjs mazy wind,
Continuousrand descendingylow, :
At length looked up to the white SNOW
From the deep valley, it would seem/-
Incredible, a very dreamys-“

That we had scaled a ridge so highg+

Or climbed so near the domy sky;5

And we wound on, beside the course

Of a roaring torrentfs flashing force oy

And many a fall of minor stream

Down the smooth rocks came thundering;, -
Or in white sheets of gauzy foam .
Mingled with archy iris shone

Among the forest pinesiy o

CHIAVENNA

On, softly blew the mounting breeze -
"Through Chiavennis myrtle trees,
And Sler the green ill8"viny spread,,.-
That rose in many a rounded head
Beneath the Alpine rocks of redoy-<—"
And the fresh snow had fall'n that night;-
And sprinkled with its mantle white
The mountain amphitheatre et
That rose around us far and nea >
Though in such far confusion hurled g
"They looked to rule oler all the worlds
And the white clouds seemed to immerse
Another ruingd universe,

2,

v

LAGO DI como:
It was a little peaceful bay
Beneath the (Frecipices greyy-—

Lay deep.and blue.and calm, but clear »
As is the sapphires and you saw

! [See Preterita, i. ch. vi, § 136; and cf. Poetry of Architecture, § 102, in Vo, L. p. 77.]
1N
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: The precipices sharp and sheer; o :
And the white clouds’ careering wary »~ :
L And the blue sky;-and the high hills’ L ;
CNeath the cold watersgvhere they slept LOas> ‘
| * Secmed fed by thousand mountain rills
| Flowed upward from the crystal depth(})—"
! And all along that quiet bay
A range of little shipping lays+ e
! ' With their red flags drooped downward right, L
) \j
l

And sheltered by their awnings white ‘
From the high sunfs red;yscorching look; >
' | That ofer the living waters shook “ 9
Y A blaze of hot.and swarthy glow)—" :
When we had Taunchéd from below
The shade of the tall cliffs, and came
‘Where Como rolled his breast of flame;*— _
Down southward winding far awayg)< A
The olives™tints of gentle grey i

| Stooped to his borders;from between

l The iiﬂéi%ncultivated' green: -~

And orange-groves him girded roundy - B

‘ Blossoming ofer him fragrantly;) < — i
i And in the sleep of his profound
& White villages shone silently.®. s
k1 And from our prow the ripplejs flash e
) ) Threw forth its little sparEles palys 5
The light sound of the oars*dash® _ .

The stormiwinds wont to chafe the waves,
The crucifix is shrined theres) )

¢ Came dancing em the waters gaily.s oL/
There was blue above, and blue below;, o
-:\ | And the gleam of the eternal snow.s < i
i _ Forth from the fastnesses it'came
) 1 /{ Of the high Alps>retiring chain.* [ A
i U And all along the shorej whereler /5 i
)

it || That Christ may hear the passioned prayer . :
; | —_—May hea;:?,mayl\}:fity?;and may save! 7 L XisTen 4

) 1 [The above ten lines were omitted in the ed. of 1891.]

1 2 [In The Poetry of Architecture (§ 116), Ruskin describes the crystalline waters of

; the lake, ““ of which,” he adds, quoting partly his own early verses, ““some one aptly

says, ¢ Deep within its azure rest, white villages sleep silently.’ ]

‘ 3 [So in the MS., the word o-ar making two syllables. Altered in the ed. of 1891 [

to ““ oar [blade’s] dash.”] g
1 [This and the preceding line were omitted from the ed. of 1891.]
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@£t coolly camejon Como's lake;)

The lovely beams of morning mild, A
That g'er the Lecco mountains break, | ¢
And red their summits piledg~ -
That;thigh above their olive shorely

Their weary winter garments bore/5 i
The broad boat lay along the tidegy——"
The light waves lapped its sloping side;; *—
And soft perfume of orangeitrees .
By fits came on the landward breeze;7”

The trouts shot through the waters blugyy—— Qame2
Like small stars in the heaven glaneing+ ﬁ B
Or hid them .where the broad weedslgrew;‘ 7 ')] v

With wavy motion dancing. o
Away, away, across the lake

How fast retires yon myrtle brakes—“——

All sprinkled with a silver showep;

Through the dark leaves of lemon flower.
Clear, as if near,—*nor faint, though fag; =
Shines on the mountaip, like a stary,

The rock born torrent}s milky spray-y—¢_

And many a small boat on its way _
Urged by a breeze that bore them well; 7
Though unfelt as invisible;y—© N

With sunshine cn their winglike sail /-

Pa.s?like young eaglets on the gale. } o
Z -
g s

The steps were broken; mossed, and steep?)
The waters sparkling, clear, and deepy)
The rock was high, the cavern dark,, ¢
Scarce lit up by the jewelled spark -
Of the cold stream/that under earth
"WEé}darkling buried at its births
Nor once its wave had sunned, nor seen /-
Aught but dark rock, and ice caves green;
Where the darke waters, as a home;y~— Aﬁ.\l /3
Received the torren’rfs churned foamey-*
We launched again, and downward bore
. while beside the centre shore@l)( - _
"Then left the shadowy eastern lake;— yal
Crossed through thick vines the wooded cape;— ;

Struck the clear wave with lon%) light oar,—

v

t
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Left a white wake that sought the shore

< High ofer the boat the awning spread, 9
And;yquick as sunwed waves flashed beforesy” <k ¥R A
Toward the southward fled. -

| [~ s
,. , [e9aimedL2) |
I XovE to hear the names of those L P B
Who long ago have past away, - . VU ol
+hpse.  Though now their names be drowned by clay:y E}\j(f’ i

And who would stand where they Tepose;)
And look upon their dust, and say/; L
That this was Trajan;and below
This foot of mine, lies cold and low,
Earth, which compounded long ago
il What held the soul of Caesar,
\ How peaceful is the turbulence
13 Of spirits, whose high deeds long hence - -
f | | Shall still be told as now i )
i
1

1 How strange those mighty powers that hurled
(30 | With change and terror pfer the world,
4% Should pass aways;we know not how(l,
48 That one would wonder how a thing
; So temporary, perishingy-© -

it o Should dare such deeds, or work such change
H I’ the texture of the world.

L There have been many mighty,

)‘J And many more renowned i\

The ignoble and the gloriotis /-
1 | Are underneath the ground:
AL

- M{LAN CATHEDRAL,

3 || \ Tﬁ heat of fummer day is speds)” | '~ l'-%{’ l 3~ g
S dEl N~—r L. I 7~ On far Mont Rose the sun is reds; ' ;}
: el And mark you Milan/s marble pile Jo .
1 ) Glow with the mellow rays awhilel) S g
i | -
3 .’ : k’ ! [The section on the Villa Pliniana (viii.) was omitted in the ed. of 1891 ; cf. Poetry &
' l of Architecture, § 216, Vol. 1. p. 161.] . ¥
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Loy there/relieveds his front so high V' [ Snis/ [

On the blue sky of Italy[T5t 7,2
While higher still above him beary, « -
_ And|slender s proportion fairy, <~ 01t

(“<1 Fretted with Gothic carving wellg, 2. E
|, Full many a spiry pinnaclej) /

) A0
And dazzling bright as Rosa’s cresty)
Each with his sculptured statue presty o
They seem to stand in that thin air
As on a thread of gossamer: .. = ,
You think the evening zephyrs play 'S ‘
Could sweep them from their post away;) '
And bear them on its sportful wing

As dutumn leaves; wild scattering. J=

[EAGO-MAGGIORE]

It was an eve of summer, mild/; _
As ever looked the pale moon through;
That the deep waters were beguiled .~ .
Into such rest, that;as the blue,—%
The moveless blue of the high heaven;—"
Such sleep was to thellow lake given -
That;jas in letharg it lay

aveless and tideless; soft and grey
As chasmless glacier. Voicelessly
The little barks came gliding by
Apparently without a wind;y-+
Leaving long ripply wakes behind /~*
It would have seemed g lifeless sea;,
But there arose colossally, «
Beyond the mist:horizon, where ~
The waters mingled with the air,, -

LS

The spirits of gigantic things,+ >

) ikl K
Lords of the earthgjand airgand sky, ™ M hi
VVheréthiIe heaven’s cloudcaround them flings b
Concealment everlastingly;, .~ S
The mountainsnow, like scattered flocks;,

Speckled on high the red ribbed rocks,
Or down the raviries rolling blue

Its crisped surge oler the green fields threw;
Flinging the icejwaves far and wide,, .
1 spray of the ocean tide
Breaking broad on the mountain sides—*

<9J ,-'5' { “
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GENOA
Now rouse thee, ho! For Genoa straight !
We did not for the dawning wait;
The stars shone pale on Novi’s gate,
And on the airy Apennine, ‘
Whose towery steeps, with morn elate,
Lay southward in a lengthened line..” =
And we knew,—and we knew,—and we knew.
That from Elba to the Alps, o’er the sea’s broad bl:
Where the wild waves wander and white ripples shi
Looked the cloudy crest of the tall Apennine!
From the torrent’s barren bed,
Bound by blocks of granite red,
Came the gay cicada’s song ;
Wheresoe’er the dew was dank
On the tree, the shrub, the bank
All our scorching road along
Came the gay cicada’s song.
While, beside our path, was seen’
Of various trees a vista green,
Into the streamlet looking down,
Whose living crystal shot between,
All trembling with the leafy gleam.!
And coolly on a high arch span-

~ The sportive light reflected ran

Hither and thither fast; and through

That natural arched avenue =~

There showed a rich and mighty plain,
Rolling its wooded waves away;

And, through the stretch of that champaign,
A noble river wound its way.

! [In the ed. of 1891, ““ the broad sea’s blue.”]
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Yet was there such a, softness shed
Upon the rude Alps’ stormy head;+ " ' § i

On massive wood and riisset bmkg, o £
Flashing river and po}lshed lake:, “—
So broadly stretcheé/m sapphire sheet A

Another heavenCrieath our feet

Of deeper, dmkerj]oveher blue,— c .
It seemed that we were loeking through S&) X114,
Those ther fields, so pure, so highy i &
Above the concave of the sky;

‘Where nor storm nor tempes cometh nwhg-/ —

And the moon she sits in her ma]estz-/u(

GENOA

Now rouse theqf hol) For Genoa stlalght' v

We did not for the dawning waitg >

The stars shone pale on Novi s gate,

And on the airy Apennine;:-

Whose towery steeps, with" morn elate,

Lay southward in a lengthened lines—"

And we kneW,—?’fand we knew ianc?we knew

That from Elba to the Alp3w0ze1 the seals broad blue;i”
Where the wild waves wander.and white ripples shmPO
Looked the cloudy crest of thé tall Apennine(} ;
From the torrentfs barren bed,

Bound by blocks of granite red

Came the gay cicada/s son )

Wheresoefer the dew was, a:nkr’

On the ttee, the shrub; the bank

All our scorchmg roa a]ong

Came th (13e gay cicadals song!;

‘While;jbeside our path,j’was seen \ s ( 6 el x(z
1 Sy e of varlous trees a vista green;) -~ ——— (S i v 0/,
i fwuff. A Into the streamlet looking down, - / e e
i: oz [ g0 P Whose living erystal shot between, !
; » I( oY ' All trembling with the leafy gleam.!;.

L And coolly on a high arch span

; The sportive light reflected ran

¥ k (,L/ U:Y: Hither and thither fast{~and through
1 (1Y, That natural arched avenue

i o There showed a rich and mlghty pla.m,

| . b Ll Rolling its wooded waves away s>
| 4 AN TS ol Andgythrough the stretch of that champaign; -
f: : » [ % A noble river wound its way:s < /\/]/-,

U ! [In the ed. of 1891, “the broad sea’s blue.”]
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And on the horizon to the north
Pale gleams of icy sun came forth
From the St. Bernardfs fastnessess~
White as the wreathed salt seafspray,
With the snow wreaths that ever press .
Upon that heaven girt bounda.ry,
Boundary meet for Italy,~—
Most meet for such a lovely chme,

As it looks ofer Marengo[s sea. ;

Unto the Apennine.

~T'is sweet;ra topmost mountmn-rldge ~

Impatlenﬂy to climb,,

/

OID\ is there one remembers not
When first he saw the hv:mg deep,
< /[\.ﬂ‘f,> With panting bosomocrlmson shot, tHhoo
Call its smeoth billows from their sleep, '::Ou
That shout (* the morn(! ”from steep to stee —(
/rF When faﬁ&ﬂy to seaward show) z R /)
Her first bElll‘.ﬂlb solitary glow 22 7+
. Whoe{cr thou ‘art, who hast notﬁt
Thou] ovedlst to be where sea blrds dwelt —
To wander-on the weary beach,
Just on the line the wild waves Leach
Or watch the petrels flit before )
The marching tempesEJs warning roar;)
And oceaneagles darkiand proud, o
And white winged ospreys skim the cloud; —-"
And if thou neTer hast feIt as if

ALy The ocean had"a mind;)-*
. - O Nor held communion with the deep, 3
2\t I\JO " Amstk converse - with the windg>— 1"
3 W16 When broad;iblack waves before it roll; = 30

- I would not thmk thou had’st a soul.

P{{é's'fNG THE ALPS,.

High ofer the barrier winds our Wa)(,—' .
The barrier of boundless length(»2 -
The Queen of nations, in her strengths,

P

=

U

1 [This couplet was omitted in the ed. of 1891.]

And there to stand,yand dream away 1R wAlAts E
A little space of time. ¥ & ¥ K o St e

5 lay [ J= 1Y
< To-pay'we pass the Alps,—~tosday e —roé ?,/ g /
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Considered its recesses lone )
Beseeming bulwark for her throney
Until her Carthaginian foe (22
Had soiled the yet unsullied snow;— ¢
The eagle drove from her re treaty—s-o
. And woke the echoes from their sTé‘éR;},:,-—-'
> |9 That neler had answerdd before . - . Ay
Save to theavalanchels roar. > (4 P/ 2
Methinks upon the mountaingside R
I see the billows of that tideg=—>+
Of men and horses headlong driven
As clouds before the blast of henven;,; 2__
That ever change their hurrying form 24
In dark foreboding of the storm).
When the low suns last light is shed ~ J~
In glowing streaks of swarthy redgy— /4 )%
And from his cave with fitful swell A e
|~ Wakes the wild tempest’y sounding shell; 77 |7
171J°" So see the plumes; in dar arrayy,
Roll on their yet untrodden Wayy. -
|,  Unbroken)yet with dreadful sweep(l) L l 7
—V Mark you that stormyg changeful deep®
Wave after wave is eddying on 5% N
And crested casque)and morion). s ' )
Flash frequent] as the lightning flies
3 Among the armies of the skies,
But fiercer storm is gathering now -
Than ever broke on Alpine browgy (45
And wild shall the confusion ber=r-

The strife of that tremendous seal S &

Y Wheng bursting from the Alpine chain, s AL
It meets the storm on Canneas plain.ﬁ 1A ;I

/ 344

C?‘AMOUNI1
Axp this is our last excursion on Swiss ground;’ thought I/ scanning
the provoking clouds that ever rolled massively among the regions of
eternal snow, though far above the blue mountains that encircle their
- mighty monarch. I have always a sort of kindred feeling for these
beautiful blue hills;)they ever look half English, and I love them for it.
They may not be so wonderful, so majestic, so mighty, or so beautifu],Lb}lt

! [The prose passage on Chamouni is inserted from a volume of MSS., 18277—4_4;-”

where it is described as ““F ent from a Journal, 1833.” Tt is copied in a lady’s

hand (query—his mother’s). is father hasadded the signature J. R. at the end, and
the description above given.]




quly} sfeae nok ppo st 1 ¢omn o348 dwoy jo Furmeelp sea T as1aq I
“payisys 1 mopy a0aLIp OUBq-g-1vYD ano yjonb gfsornSre sof g[roA v
' . DUBQ-L-I8YD B Ul tunowsyy) o3 dn
SOYOUDIBS WOy USALIP 3¢ 0} sjruqus oys pagoalqns SI/9Y yo1ys 03 aouvuad
9[qexnseard jo q10s arpy surdsuir A[svs fevw ouo Auw ‘S]119110]  urBjUNOUW
Burqung jo spaq 94} ySnoryy paruamo usyjo a8, puUR d[qWasal semye
Prys speor uodn foppryea jo pury sigy THM oUBq-g-18y0 un g0 30
‘s[9aya anoy uodn ‘aas P[od T s8 a8y se ‘pury ay3 jo ﬁugq:}‘;ﬁu-e 10 sgurads
moyya £[[wj03 pexy st SIIuondLosap S[qeIousA, pEe Jusour jsow ®
40 918 WaIyA q[e ‘ur nok dedy o3 soyjes| ® yym ‘uo 3293 243 gnd 03 pawoq
®/pue-}1 03 joox puw youq u A sa[quaesim soxaned._varyy “paypoed [om
J1 ‘Sutursjuoo Jo 9qedeo ‘a[ppes-apis adI8] jo 1108 uhs; 1 uomjowsp
93BIpaWWI JnoY}im Jo spaek 94[as3 1940 ssed uwo sousfoAtion Jo saads a0
ou yogm ‘sprox asoyy geso Surssed jo esodand 93 107 Jinq A[ssoadxe
! PPIYPA B SI OUBQ-L-18YD SSIMG YT, “IPALID ou'e?-g—.mqo SSIMG B 9Q jsnw
i H ‘sasmaq puw/‘soqow ‘sypouy ‘ured oy o[qIsuasur A[[8303 SI plIoa o[oym oy}
! ur uos.xad/f(us JI "IPANp dueq-g-reyo amo yjonb  So[inSre S9] B[IOA g5
|

e o C——
————

L1038 oYy 3o woo[s Jepunyy ayy Aq oyqisia
alowt 3£ opew ssowjavp sty ‘omso 145 oy} pue yuns oy Yquswow B 10§
skux 9se[ sy yam pomors &3s paymea anjq eyy ‘pus ‘s3001 23 Surejunow
Y} ‘SPIP oYy sy oy \Aumw Lregred jdoms Spno a3y} ‘uozrioy ayy.
I SpIemM0) pagie uns oY) sy [njrwoy mou g 3qSm 040 “toatr ssapjsisox
dll 1843 Jo 20105 Amorre ayy Aq ‘jeuunyp o4} Suoe 3503 e ‘syoox ‘somogs
. ‘s001} ‘usmop A|prw 8107 soAwM PIQIng sy puw fuwjsur oy} uo pajjoms aary
a4l | OUL, ‘[°s9A JULMOqB[ B PUNOI SATA UBA0O PaYs®[ 9Y1] s}IWwWNS urgjunou

T e

f 24} punoz Jurdesms powoas juyy Spno[Iropunyy 8y} Jo 3u1 331ms oy ojut
| padunid ureSe mou ‘Suruyysiy a1} Jo Famb oy} yjra SurBuru mou ‘sSuio
} Uo3s[ays paqqre;pal a3 uo Ariojes Sururea[3 mou—A[pSusns pa[85na3s uns

Surmoqe[ ay3-puw ‘sSurusdo 1oy} ydnoxyy Lupso ouoys Lys an[q ay3 Jeyg

, l o051 - UOISIFu02 Patay eds ojur wayy 9301q paads umo 1oy} 1Yy d3v1 prim B yons
! S ahe U™ 53810 oy} Buo|w patsarwd spnopo SSO[PLIq oy} puw ‘Surysey ‘gsey fysey

| ‘ ! UopERY puUS [rounmy Fur3yer 2019y  q3tM 4sanq Loy uso(y “soyousyeg Jo
18y} opfusSeyy jo £aqres oy woxy Surpeay ‘@1yop AP1p B ‘ssa0a1 ureyunow
Lreqrjos v paIejus am sevloaway Lyanu o3 1040 Lpidex payox 784} ‘spnojo

\ \E&l USILIUS £3opunyy yorpy oy euysuns Surung woiy Ajenpra8 pefroa uoou oYY, WO
TP PR —— SoUll} 19730 10y paasasal axom Aoypwsdy oy 1o jou ‘surejunom Iomof v
’ _ 9} o AIousos 9y} 10j o[quInOAwy A[Burpesoxa sem fwp ayy, "188] o1y BV Ve
<evg> SO sdegaad ‘a_ggmaq—‘:iasnmaq “}sajoams oy PEB ‘Jsop[ia oy pue ‘59| ( MA
I 1q3noyy “punoa§ sspag uo uorsmoxe Jse[7mo st sy puy “jorq £ o g 0

|

,l UD{00[ U0 urEse somoo oey PO AT eaT g1 pourol 9q J9AdU uBd Jey)
] -bssaurag.teqqm ue 91 punor umouyy OBy oS B pey 981n00 Jo pue ‘puwg|
) : A8y Ul ‘plrom tayjous ur pawoos 11 Our[g Juoyy 9y} 103 PUuBNo[qB-}8-0U100
]

{

|

> ;un 0s pawsas 31 ‘runowrvyy) o3 Jurod jo PAWEDIP §8 Youw os 190U jnq

¥ ‘lunowsy) yo sSUIMBIP M0 SwI0s udos pae ‘rnowsyy) jo paeey ‘Tunoweyy))

- JO PudT pey 1 ‘owor 3301 am oarojog J-oSunys Surpeaoxs sueas g1 mq

2 A ‘w.n 7822 *tunoureyy) oy Furof are apy ‘puv[ uSsi0) ® ur puaLiy ® jeauw

N 0} Fyueseard Lraa “quessard st 91 puw ‘dwoy 32ams ‘OwoY oyI[ ar0w 21w Koy
: pod

Py B ————

p L ST ———

; ‘ 5
188 LNINLINOD THI NO ¥MNOL V

N0 ¥
£}

g




T g 57 i

- I ——

T

382 A TOUR ON THE CONTINENT

it would be very pleasantjto be where you are not{} it can’t be helped;/but
it is very provoking, the charms of a place always increase in geometrical
ratio as you get farther from it, and, therefore “tis a rich pleasure to look
back on anything;’though it has a dash of regret. - It is singular that
almost all pleasure is past, or coming. Well3I looked up, and lo! seven

thousand feet above me soared the needles of Mont Blanc, splintered and =

crashed and shivered, the marks of the tempest for three score centuries,
yet they are here, shooting up.red, bare, scarcely even . lichened, entirely
Inaccessible, snowless, the very snow cannot cling to the downZplunging
sheerness of these terrific flankssthat rise pre-eminently dizzying and
beetling above the sea of wreathed snow that rolled its long surging waves
over the summits of the lower Bild less precipitous mountains. 'Then came
the stretching gloominess of ‘the pine forests; Jagging darkly upon the
ridge of every crag; strangely contrasted with the cold blueness of the
peaky glaciers that filled the huge ravines between the hills, descending
like the bursting billows of a chafed ocean)tide from the desolate dominion

" of the snow, and curling forward , till fﬁey lay on the green fields of

Chamouni, which: stretched away;yone unbroken line of luxuriance; till
bounded by the lonely desertness of the Col de Balme. There i§ not
another scene like Chamouni throughout all Switzerland:”" Tn no other
spot that I have seen is the rich luxuriance of the cultivated valley, the
ﬂpashix_lg splendour of the eternal snow, the impending magnificence of the
bare;‘Eiiiry,crag,-,“'&nﬂ}&the‘ strange, jcold rigidity of the surgy glaciers-so
dreadfully “and beautifully combined. ~There is silence unbroken, no

thunder of the avalanche comes crashing from the recesses of the hills;,

there is no voice from the chasmy glacier, no murmur from the thousand
mountain streams, you are in solitude, a strange unearthly solitude, but
you feel as if the air were full of spirits. ‘

The wreathing clouds are fleeting fast,!
Deep shade upon the hills they cast,
While through their openings ever show
Enormous pyramids of snow
Scarce can you tell in middle air
If cloud or mountain rises there,
Yet may you mark the glittering light
That glances from the glaciered height ;
And you may mark the shades that sever
The throne where winter sits for ever,
The avalanche’s thunder rolling,
No summer heat his reign controlling ;
The gloomy tyrant in his pride
Spreads his dominion far and wide,
Till, set with many an icy gem,
Rises his cliffy diadem.?

1 [¢f. the first line of °“ Brussels” above, p. 346.]

? [This rhyme was used again in later pieces ; see below, p. 432, and **Salsette and
Elephanta,” lines 121-122 and 270-271, above, pp, 95, 100.]
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