CHRONOLOGY FOR 1837 (See also no. 240.)

248. "On the Formation and Colour of Such Clouds as Are Caused by the Agency of Mountains" (prose), February 14, no known ms.; unpublished.


A paper, now lost, read before the Meteorological Society of London; see RFL 389, 391 n. 8 and Works 1:206 n. 1.  Perhaps this is a "Meteorology Letter" that in 1838 John James accuses John's tutor of losing (RFL 536; but see also no. 268 for another candidate for John James' loss).

249. "Remembrance," before March, Bem MS 51/C III; printed PJR 2:64-65, Works 2:23-24, and (from original ms.) Remembrance / A Poem addressed to / Adèle Domecq / by / John Ruskin, ed. and ptd. by J. S. Dearden (Bembridge: Yellowsands Press, 1970).


The ms. of this Adèle poem, kept among the papers of W. H. Harrison, is separate from the other Adèle poems in MS VIII, because nos. 240-41 had taken up the last available space for work related to this affair.  The editors' knowledge of the ms. led them to date the poem as before March (Works 2:23 n.), though nothing that I have been told about the ms. pinpoints this date.   The ms. is headed in ink by Ruskin "Lines to ------," which is crossed out in pencil and the present title inserted by a another hand--the title by which it was published later in 1837 in Friendship's Offering for 1838.  Dearden's privately printed edition of the original ms. includes a bibliographic note on other variants from the printed versions.  As was not uncommon, the poem was pirated by another editor, John James complaining to Harrison on January 26, 1839, "I see in a cheap Almanack this year and his mother was surpised by the same in a Magazine des Modes taken up at a Milliners" (Bem L5). Included in Poems of 1850.

250. "The Mirror," before April, no known ms.; printed PJR 2:107-8, Works 2:19-20.


Cook and Wedderburn date this Adèle poem by an April 8, 1836, letter to W. H. Harrison, in which Ruskin discusses the editing of the poem (Works 2:19 n. 2, 20-22).  It was not published until March 1839 in The London Monthly Miscellany (vol. 1, no. 8, p. 653). Included in Poems of 1850. 

251. "The Gipsies," March 31 and earlier, MS VII; printed PJR 2:43-60, Works 2:27-41.


Ruskin's first attempt at the Newdigate Prize was entered in his first term at Oxford.  He had matriculated in the fall 1836, and first gone up in January 1837.  March 31 was the deadline for submission for the Newdigate. Included in Poems of 1850.

254. "This is a time when I could pause, and pity," May 10, MS XI; printed RFL 472-74.


Birthday ode for John James, sent from Oxford.

255. "The Poetry of Architecture" (prose), fall 1837 through fall and winter 1838, MS XID; printed Works 1:1-188.


These essays for J. C. Loudon's Architectural Magazine, which are of course sophisticated beyond the point of what can properly be called juvenilia. A summer 1837 tour of the Lake District, rather than inspiring the poetical journals of past tours with their meticulous fair-copied imitations of adult volumes (e.g., nos. 83, 91, 180, 203), instead provoked these critical prose assessments of cottage architecture.  Though still related to the polite topographical traditions of the earlier poetry, the essays, along with nos. 244 and 246, mark a new departure.  Ruskin first imparted his architectural interests to Loudon in January 1837 during a visit to the editor's house (see RFL 416).

