
253. “The Scythian Grave,” spring. No known ms. Printed PJR 2:61-63, Works 2:42-44.


Published later in the year in Friendship's Offering for 1838.  Under discussion with Harrison for revision at same time as no. 252.  As Ruskin remarks with self-irony in Praeterita, "When I went to Oxford, I was put by my tutor into Herodotus, out of whom I immediately gathered materials enough to write my Scythian drinking-song, in imitation of the Giaour" (Works 35:182).  He was examined on the early books of the Histories in March (RFL 450).  Ruskin continued to "gather materials," inventing poems on Herodotean subjects as he made his way through the Histories: see nos. 257, 259-60, “Undatable” no. C, and the 1839-40 poems “The Scythian Guest” and “The Tears of Psammenitus” (Works 2: 101-9, 185-92).  A June 13, 1839, letter by John James to Harrison (Bem L5) includes alterations of lines from this poem--for what purpose, I do not know. Included in Poems of 1850.
