Discussion

The drawing depicts a door, a person seated at a round table (with an open book(?) on the table), and pictures of landscape and seascape hanging on the walls. The drawing bears no obvious connection to its immediately surrounding text of <link>chap. 5</link>.

The leaf containing plate 5 (pp. 36–37) has been torn out and reattached. Evidence suggests that the leaf was reattached much later, in the 1880s at Brantwood and not at the time of the manuscript’s use (see <link>MS I, description</link>). There is no way to determine when or why the leaf was torn out, however, or whether this had any bearing on the renumbering of this and following plates. (See <link>“Harry and Lucy . . . vol. 1,” plate 1, discussion</link> for a summary of these issues.)


In the earlier plates, Ruskin tends to line up objects in a horizontal row, on a plane directly facing the viewer. Here, apparently a corner of the room appears as a straight line dividing the continuing horizontal lines of the wall. Starting with “Harry and Lucy . . . vol. 1,” plate 7, he attempts more complex spatial relationships.
