Discussion

The drawing depicts a road curving up and around a cliff. The immediately surrounding text of <link>chap. 7</link> concerns an exploding ship; however, the drawing might be related to this passage in the chapter: “Papa and [Harry] then went out for a walk and after having climbed a high hill they came on a sort of plain composed of a great many fields only separated by hedges and where they had a full view of the sea.” If connected (and several of the drawings in “Harry and Lucy” have no necessary connection with the text), this excursion might explain the appointment of the path as Harry’s “new road,” in that the road was new to him.

The leaf containing plate 7 is the second consecutive leaf to be numbered pp. 48–49. For a possible explanation of this error, see <link>MS I, description.</link>; the error in the page numbering appears to bear no relation to the renumbering of plates 5 through 8 (see <link>“Harry and Lucy . . . vol. 1,” plate 1, discussion</link> for a summary of these issues).

In the earlier plates, Ruskin tends to line up objects in a horizontal row, on a plane directly facing the viewer. Plate 7 is the first to show noticeably more complex spatial relationships, as the bends in the climbing road reveal and then hide the cliff at its edge.
