John Aiken and Anna Laetitia Barbauld, Evenings at Home (Ruskin’s copy)

A copy with a Brantwood bookplate—now at the Beinecke Library, Yale University, New Haven, Conn.—may survive from Ruskin’s boyhood: 

Evenings at Home; / or the / Juvenile Budget Opened. / consisting of / a Variety of Miscellaneous Pieces / for the / Instruction and Amusement / of / Young Persons / by Dr. Aiken and Mrs. Barbauld / London / Printed and Published by J. F. Dove, / St. John’s Square.

See Viljoen, Ruskin’s Backgrounds, 8.


The copy contains marginalia in Ruskin’s mature hand, especially the pages containing the twenty-first evening. Scrawls on the front endpaper may be from childhood: one of these Helen Viljoen read as a J, and she declared this to be Ruskin’s earliest extant signature. (where does she say this?)
