Maria Edgeworth, Frank (Ruskin’s copy)

A copy owned by Ruskin with a Brantwood bookplate was acquired by <link>Sharp</link> (Viljoen, Ruskin’s Backgrounds, 6). Sharp gave his collection to Helen Gill Viljoen, who in turn, in dividing her collection between libraries, gave Ruskin’s books in her possession to the Beinecke Library, Yale University, New Haven, Conn., where this copy of Frank remains.

The copy is a first (1822) edition in three volumes. . . .

The volumes, which have had heavy use (describe), contain marginalia in the hand of one of his parents and in Ruskin’s—both his boyhood and mature hands. The first volume has an inscription, “John Ruskin,” on the first flyleaf (recto), which Viljoen identifies as the hand of John James Ruskin; then, “on a blank page which follows [i.e., the second flyleaf, recto], [is] Ruskin’s earliest known signature—a pencilled ‘John Ruskin’ apparently copied, in a most childish scrawl, from the name as written in ink by his Father” (ibid.). Whether this is indeed Ruskin’s earliest extant signature cannot be determined, but the cursive script, which Ruskin did not generally adopt before ????, is indeed very labored.

The endpapers (which?) of volume 1 also contain Frank drawing, untitled no. 1, and Frank drawing, untitled no. 2.
