Shakespeare builds the exposition of King Lear from contraries: silence/speech, truth/flattery, legitimacy/illegitimacy. Initially, therefore, the situation that initiates the plot seems as starkly defined as the much simpler play on which Lear was based. Write an essay discussing what happens to this opening structuring by means of contraries, in the audience’s ongoing experience of the play.

For example, does the exposition exhaust the list of contraries, or do they multiply? Are the contraries sustained in plot, characterization, and thought, to be worked out to a predictable end? Or do they become more complicated (e.g., characters switching positions in respect to the contraries; the contraries themselves perhaps collapsing into one another)?

At some point in your essay, draw on at least three of the supporting critical works to contribute to your argument.

