Place is important to all the literatures and arts on your list, from the representation of Britain and Ireland in sixteenth-century British literature, to the depiction of specific landscapes and urban settings in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century British art and literature, to the cherishing of place in Native American literature. Choosing representative examples from each course, explain to what extent these depictions are localized: that is, to what extent are these artists and writers in these differing periods, arts, and literatures concerned that the audience can locate the descriptions with detailed specificity? For each work you discuss, explain what purpose this localization (or lack of it) serves. Conclude by summarizing why artists and writers might be concerned to describe localities with such particularity or, contrarily, to avoid such detail. Can you see any pattern or change in this respect across the courses?

