12 December 2000

M. Pascal Debout

7 bis, rue d’Austrasie

57000 Metz

France

Dear Pascal,


Yes, we did meet briefly during the conference. I’m happy to share whatever I can with you. I enclose offprints of my work that draws on the sermons—two articles in Nineteenth Century Literature and Modern Philology (I regret I don’t possess offprints of the latter and must send a photocopy)—and an article in Text that examines other juvenilia respecting Ruskin’s religious education, among other issues. The latter was written for a journal read by bibliographers, textual scholars, editors, and the like, and it therefore is rather freighted with bibliographic concerns; however, you can read past that to get at the concerns that interest you. I enclose also my most recent publication, which represents both a culmination of my work on the juvenilia as well as a new departure.


The sermons will be included in The Early Ruskin Manuscripts, 1826–1842, an edition of Ruskin’s complete writings from the earliest extant juvenilia through the preparatory work for Modern Painters I. It will be published in hypertext in cooperation with the Lancaster Ruskin Programme, thus forming a companion to the Ruskin Electronic Project edition of Modern Painters I. I enclose the brief version of the prospectus for the edition, so you can get an idea of its scope and design.

It will be some years before The Early Ruskin Manuscripts becomes available. (The length of time required for completion will depend on the extent and nature of involvement in the project by the Ruskin Seminar at Lancaster. I am awaiting Keith Hanley’s and Lawrence Woof’s thoughts on these issues, but at the moment they are sufficiently occupied with launching the present edition.) In the meantime, I’m willing to share my transcripts of the sermons with you, with the proper acknowledgments of course. My only hesitation is that, in my present hiatus from the edition in order to work on some other things, I’ve stopped short of the sermons. I haven’t worked on them in a long time, and I honestly don’t remember quite where I am. I know they’re in electronic form, but in some old technology that I’ve got to pull into a newer program and update. I also don’t remember in what shape the editing is at this point. Of course you don’t need all the bells and whistles; you just need a good reading text, but even that will take some time to get into shape.

So my question is how soon you need the transcripts? My immediate concern is an essay on Praeterita that I’m contracted to finish and that must occupy all my attention. I’m also a journal editor, which takes up a lot of time. Ideally, I’d like to work on this for you (and for me!) in spring or early summer. If that’s too long, I can send you something very rough maybe in February or March, but I wouldn’t want you to quote the text in anything published, until I could check on the quotations’ reliability. I can also send you Viljoen’s introduction to her unfinished edition.

By the way, you should also study Stephen Finley’s book, Nature’s Covenant (Pennsylvania State Press, 1992), which makes use of the sermons, if you haven’t already. Michael Wheeler disagrees with some of Stephen’s book in Ruskin’s God, and I depart from it too, somewhat, in the enclosed Studies in Romanticism article—but there remains important and helpful work in that book. Stephen also has some articles bearing on religious issues.

I hope that helps for now. Let me know how fast I have to move on the sermons, and let me know too exactly what you’re working on. I’ve turned away from Ruskin’s religion as my own topic, but I remain very interested.

Best of luck,

David C. Hanson

Editor, Nineteenth Century Studies
Associate Professor of English

