THE LANCASTER UNIVERSITY RUSKIN HYPERTEXT PROJECT AT SLU

Dr. David HansonDr. Ken MitchellDr. Paul SawyerDepartment of English

SUMMARY OF THE PROJECT

Dr. David Hanson’s edition of the early writing of the art social critic John Ruskin, The Early Ruskin Manuscripts, 1826 1842, will be published by the Electronic Ruskin Project (ERP), a fully refereed hypertext project developed at Lancaster University in England. Unlike a conventional print publication, a hypertext edition, especially one of the length and complexity of Dr. Hanson’s, requires the author’s extended daily consultation, overseeing decisions about design and the importation of text and image into the hypertext environment. Dr. Hanson, in consultation with Dr. Ken Mitchell and Dr. Paul Sawyer of the Technical Writing Program in the Department of English, plans to exploit the project as a pedagogical opportunity.

Since the translation of Dr. Hanson’s edition into hypertext will require considerable time, expertise, and supervision, Lancaster proposes sending a research fellow, Dr. Lawrence Woof, to

Hammond for a month in late 2000 to install the Lancaster hypertext software and instruct us in its operation. During the subsequent few years, Dr. Hanson, Dr. Mitchell, and Dr. Sawyer, will use the hypertext conversion of The Early Ruskin Manuscripts as a core teaching project. Dr. Mitchell and Dr. Sawyer will train graduate student interns, and provide classroom assignments in graduate and undergraduate Technical Writing courses. Dr. Hanson will invite graduate students in the traditional English program to write theses, preparing critical editions of certain texts that will then be incorporated into The Early Ruskin Manuscripts, awarding credit to the student.

Technical Writing students will be presented with a real‑world application of hypertext skills,

while being exposed to serious, traditional scholarship. Likewise, students in the traditional program who elect to write a critical edition as a thesis will be exposed to recent theories of textual scholarship and the impact of the new editing technologies. A new course  The Text and the Book  will introduce students to the fundamentals of textual scholarship and bibliography a required course in many English programs that has gained new urgency as we confront perhaps the greatest revolution in  the book  since Gutenberg. (This course has already been reviewed and approved by the English Department Graduate Council. As a special topics course it is not subject to the moratorium on new courses.)

As an additional gain for the University, the expertise we gain can be applied eventually to our

own electronic publishing projects, under the imprint of the Louisiana Literature Press.

SLU also enters into a partnership with one of the great British universities. The English Program at Lancaster has received top ranking by a government review panel, and the university’s faculty and other programs include the finest in the U.K. The university is situated at the gateway to the beautiful Lake District, with its rich literary associations.

     Our request to the University is very modest, that the University directly support and/or aid in

seeking a donor to bring Dr. Woof to Hammond for one month a very small price for our returns in pedagogy, scholarship, prestige, and future opportunities.

THE LANCASTER UNIVERSITY HYPERTEXT PROJECT

Dr. Hanson spent part of his 1998 99 sabbatical at Lancaster University, supported by four  external grants and fellowships a National Endowment for the Humanities stipend, a Beinecke

Fellowship from Yale University, and travel grants from the South Central Modern Language Association and the Bibliographical Society of America. Lancaster is now the world’s center for

Ruskin studies, having recently opened the magisterial Ruskin Library, built to house the Ruskin

Foundation collection, the largest and most significant collection of manuscripts, drawings, and books by and about Ruskin.

Making ambitious use of their resources, Lancaster offers an academic program, the Ruskin Seminar, a unique interdisciplinary program bringing together faculty and graduate students from

departments throughout the university as well as drawing support from retired academics and laypersons outside the university. The program is directed by one of the most outstanding English scholars in nineteenth‑century studies, Professor Michael Wheeler (who will lecture at SLU during Fanfare, 1999). The program supports its own research fellow, Dr. Woof, and awards graduate degrees.

 A centerpiece project of the Ruskin Seminar is the Electronic Ruskin Project, which, in partnership with Cambridge University Press, has already produced a CD‑Rom version of the historic 1903 12 Complete Works of John Ruskin, making electronically available one of the most famous printed editions in Anglo‑American publishing history. Now the ERP is developing its own edition, a hypertext of Ruskin’s first major book, Modern Painters I. When this edition is prefaced by Dr. Hanson’s Early Ruskin Manuscripts, the ERP will boast an unbroken sequence of Ruskin’s writing from its beginnings in the earliest extant juvenilia through his professional debut with the first volume of Modern Painters.

Over decades, the ERP plans to produce a virtual library of Ruskin’s complete works, wedding

the power of new computer editing technology with the highest traditional scholarship. Thus, the ERP ranks alongside such programs as the Rossetti Project at the University of Virginia as a major center for electronic editing and advanced textual scholarship focused on nineteenth‑century writers and artists. As the project grows, SLU will be featured as contributing to its foundations.

SUMMARY OF ADVANTAGES TO SLU

A project bridging traditional English studies and our emerging technical writing program in the English Department.

The English Department is always searching for ways to serve the aims of its traditional and     technical writing programs, on the assumption that the programs are unrelated. In contrast, the editing project will allow students to develop both sorts of skills within a single, coherent project. The project would readily serve existing internship and classroom structures in the technical writing program.

  Research opportunities for graduate students.

     For our graduate students, Dr. Hanson would be able to offer opportunities for thesis projects

     in which they would help edit certain portions of his Early Ruskin Manuscripts. They would

     be responsible for the highest traditional scholarship as well as learning the newest editing

     technologies. Owing to the interdisciplinary nature of Ruskin studies, these projects would

     necessarily draw on the expertise of numerous faculty, who would support students in

     scholarship ranging from traditional source studies through technical writing and hypertext.

  Student recruitment.

     The editing program would provide the incentives we need for strong graduate student

     recruitment. Successful thesis students would look forward to a guaranteed, refereed

     copublication.

  A unique role in the state for the fledgling Louisiana Literature Press.

     With instruction in the Lancaster model by the research fellow, we can adapt this expertise to

     our own regional publishing mission. Our journal, Louisiana Literature, has already launched a

     web site. With the continuing participation of the English Department’s technical writing

     faculty, we can begin thinking about electronic publishing alongside our signature small press

     tradition. While literary journals around the nation are going on‑line, no press in Louisiana has

     experimented extensively with electronic publishing.

  University interdisciplinary and interdepartmental cooperation.

     Dr. Hanson and the research fellow would obviously profit by support from the Faculty

     Productivity Center. Students might well require courses and faculty support from other

     departments since Ruskin studies spans literature and humanities, the visual arts, social

     sciences, and the physical sciences.

  A University‑wide dialogue on electronic publishing, hypertext, the Web, and related issues.

     Electronic publishing involves complex issues of intellectual property and access that lie at the

     core of a university’s public mission. As the Louisiana Literature Press breaks into electronic

     publishing, it would profit by the contributions of experts throughout the University. A

     monthly seminar for discussion of these issues would ensure that the Press editors are engaged

     with multiple perspectives.

  Partnership with Lancaster University.

     SLU would begin an association with one of Britain’s leading universities. Lancaster

     University is situated at the gateway to England’s beautiful Lake District. Its English program

     has been formally ranked as among the strongest in the United Kingdom, and its faculty is as

     distinguished as that of any graduate English program on either side of the Atlantic. In the

     association with such an institution, the advantage is entirely SLU’s. One can readily imagine

     future opportunities, such as summer programs for our students in England and lectures and

     mini‑seminars conducted by Lancaster’s faculty at SLU.

SLU’S COMMITMENT

     Dr. Hanson is responsible for the scholarly product to be delivered to Lancaster. The

University’s modest contribution is highly cost efficient, since it draws on so many services and talents

already available.

     For Dr. Woof’s consultation, we will require his transportation (approx. $1000), lodging and

meals for one month in Hammond ($2100, i.e., $70 per day [i.e., $40 per day for campus guest

housing and $30 per day for meals]), and an honorarium ($1000). Total $4100.
