3 November 2002

Dear Keith,


As you requested, here’s what I’ve got on Ruskin’s childhood journeys. I’ve gone through the chronological ordering of texts and cut and pasted into one document every work that was directly related to travel. I left out a good many other pieces having to do with landscape, geologizing, etc., that relate to traveling only in a broad sense. The edited texts compiled here are those providing direct evidence for where the family sojourned at given times. Of course, this isn’t necessarily complete evidence, and it should be used in tandem with Ruskin Family Letters, but I don’t think you’ll find any journeys mentioned in RFL that aren’t mentioned also here—and you’ll find a good deal here that’s not mentioned in RFL..


You’ll also find a great deal of information that doesn’t interest you at all in this printout, for which I apologize. I couldn’t predict exactly what you’re looking for.


This printout covers 1826 (the earliest extant juvenilia) through early 1836. Watch the running heads to see what year you’re in (which I had to put in by hand, since the word processing kept screwing up on me).

You’ll notice that the most fully annotated years are the earlier ones. Starting about 1832, you’ll notice several headnotes without texts; and after about 1834, the headnotes become increasingly cursory. That’s because, the farther you go, the more information is to be found in my file drawers—the texts not yet keyboarded, information not yet digested. But also, the farther you go, the likelier that you can get a relevant text from the Library Edition, if not a good text


Despite the gaps in what I’ve got written up, every text known to me from 1826 through early 1838 has been written up to some extent, so you should have every relevant text about travel for those years, unless I simply overlooked some as I scrolled through. (I say up to 1838: the reason the printout stops in early 1836 is that I didn’t find any travel pieces from mid-1836 through 1838.)

If you need any information about 1838 through 1842, for which everything I have is in my file drawers, or if you need any more information about any of the earlier texts, don’t hesitate to ask.

Sorry it has taken me so long to get a block of time for this. I hope the information is still useful.

Best,

