General Guidelines and Peer Review Criteria for NINES Content

Scholarly materials and resources that wish to aggregate with NINES should be peer-reviewed for their content and scholarly importance.  The digital instantiation of the materials is relevant to any assessment, but the received criteria for judging the worth of print materials applies as well to online resources. 

Two questions are therefore pertinent to the peer review: first, is the content important and interesting to existing scholarship; second, is the material presented in a clear, accessible, well-organized, and well-documented fashion?  

I.  Basic Criteria and Guidelines

For creating a valuable electronic scholarly resource, the “Guidelines for Editors of Scholarly Editions” by The Modern Language Association’s Committee on Scholarly Editions should be consulted (http://www.mla.org/rep_scholarly/cse_guidelines), paying particular attention to the Principles (1.1: accuracy, adequacy, appropriateness, consistency, explicitness) and to 2. Guiding Questions for Vettors, V. Electronic Editions.

For a brief overview of some of the features vettors might examine, see the Journal of American History Web Site Review page: http://www.indiana.edu/~jah/websitereviews.shtml
Here, reviewers are asked to assess:

· Content (is the scholarship sound and current? What is the interpretation or point of view?) 

· Form (Is it clear? Easy to navigate? Does it function effectively? Does it have a clear, effective, and original design? Does it have a coherent structure?) 

· Audience/Use (Is it directed at a clear audience? Will it serve the needs of that audience?) 

· New Media (Does it make effective use of new media and new technology? Does it do something that could not be done in other media--print, exhibition, film?) 

See also the report by the American Council of Learned Societies: http://www.acls.org/cyberinfrastructure/
II. Site Rationale and Content

NINES reviewers will evaluate site content and quality relative to existing scholarly and critical standards for print materials – critical books, scholarly editions, periodical publications.   NINES scholarship should be relevant to existing debates, concerns, and topics in the field of British and American literature and culture in the long nineteenth-century.  NINES submissions should come with a brief abstract and project summary.  If one is unclear about what to call a scholarly web site, the definitions of terms available at the Journal of American History Web Site Reviews are immensely helpful and reflect a growing consensus among digital studies scholars regarding nomenclature: http://www.indiana.edu/~jah/websitereviews.shtml. There, archive, electronic essay/exhibit, teaching resource, gateway, journal/webzine, organization, and virtual community are defined.

III. Interface Design and Usability
Projects included in NINES are required to meet certain technical standards that allow the project’s data to be aggregated for interoperability with other NINES resources.  

Beyond that, scholars are free to organize and design their materials as they judge best, given the purposes and goals of the project.  In this respect NINES wants to encourage scholars to think in fresh and imaginative ways about how to organize and present their work in digital forms.  

Minimal technical requirements can be found on the NINES website (http://www.nines.org), where scholars can also find guidelines and tools for ensuring that material being submitted to NINES meets the basic NINES requirements.  

General standards for good interface design and site usability are widely available.  The NINES homepage provides references where scholars can find useful guides for interface design.  Key issues include layout, navigation, searchability, and documentation.  Contributors to NINES will be required to include an explicit “rationale” for their project that addresses these issues and any others that may be especially pertinent to the project.  NINES contributors might also want to consult human-computer interaction specialists at their home institution (if available).

IV. Site Code and Documentation
As with interface design, various types of coding may be desirable for any given project.  The primary goal here is sustainability.  To that end, projects would do well to avoid  proprietary formats unless overriding intellectual demands require their use.  

For text files, a TEI application of xml is recommended unless – once again – overriding intellectual concerns justify an alternative schema.  Image and audio files should be prepared to known and current standards.  The many resources that describe and explain these standards are made available through the NINES website, where scholars can also find recommendations about programs that will help scholars prepare their data.

