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The Deluge.

11. to 24 verse. VII.  There is nothing more remarkable in the annals of history, than this grand operation of divine vengeance, both as a manifestation of Gods justice, ofa his detestation of sin, and of his power to punish it, except the sacrifice of his son.  We propose contemplating this great catastrophe, first in the preliminary circumstances, which led to it. We have seen in our previous observations, the vitiated, and corrupt state of the children of men, immediately before the flood.  It is evident that they could not continue long in this state, for the violence with whichc they were filled, would certainly, at no very distant period, have exterminated the human race.  But God declares, in the 3rd verse of the 6th chapter, that he will anticipate this extermination[.]  My spirit shall not always strive with man, yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.  Various applications have been made, of the number of years thus appointed, by God.  Some think that it refers to the time occupied in the construction of the Ark, after Noah had received the first annunciation of the coming deluge; and others consider, that it refers to the general period of human life, which appeard to have been greatly diminished, either immediately before or after the flood.  But, I rather think that it refers to neither of these circumstances, but that it announces, that one hundred, and twenty years, should be the period of human probation, that this probation should not always be continued, that this time of strife and of violence, should at last be ended by a signal act of vengeance[.]  We see, that no directions are given at present, for the immediate construction of the ark, but that there is, in the intervening period, ample opportunity afforded to man, for repentance, and amendment, which might have been effected by the preaching of Noah for we have reason to believe, that Noah did exert himself in this manner,e during the entire space of time between the first annunciation of Gods wrath, and the final catastrophe, they had, I say, the diligent preaching of a faithful, and of a righteous man, during a hundred and twenty years, yet they would not hear  Their violence and contentious strife, did not abate, and th{e}y continued in obstinate infidelity, until the period, when the divine determination, the result of that experiment to which they were submitted, during one hundred and twenty years, is at last announced to them  Noah is now commanded to build the ark[,] and there was in this preparation, another means by which the world might havef been turned from its wickedness, for the perverse race of man might have inferred, that the skill of the contrivance, and the magnitude of the undertaking, indic{ated}g something above their feeble capacities, something like the assistance, and the superintendence, of an infinitely supreme, and powerful being[,] but still, they would not believe, they would not renounce any one of their evil practices  There remains yet another preliminary to be mentioned, which, it might be supposed, would have worked with them this was the entrance of the beasts and the birds and the creeping things into the ark.  Through their obstinate infidelity, they might have doubted if the ark which Noah was erecting, was in fact intended to preserve him, and his family from the deluge, but how was it possible, that they could doubt longer, when they saw the animal tribes of their own accord gathering round and entering into the ark, and that just in the numbers, and in the order which Noah had prescribed, I say, that they could, witness this remarkable phenomenon, which so visibly gaveh evidence of the interferenc{e} of a higher pow'r and yet continue in and yet continue in their dreadful depravity, and reject the whole, is among the very strongest proofs on record, of the utter wickedness of the human soul.  For had men, had human creatures only come to the ark, they might have suspected some combination to deceive them, into a belief in the ful{fil}ment of Noahs threatenings, but in the case of the brute creation, iti was evident there could be no combination of the kind, and there was no possible cause or reason for their unbelief  And can we then wonder, that after one hundred and twenty years had been allow{e}d them for consideration and for repentance, and after that period,j so many infallible proofs had been given them of the truth of those denunciations which were pressed upon them by Noah, can we wonder that after such preliminaries as these the deluge should follow, and that after such longsuffering the vengeance of heaven should be delayed no longer--  We now come to the floodk itself ------


We can scarcely enter into the feelings which may be supposed to have actuated the inhabitants of the antidiluvian creation, at this important period[.]  We may however suppose, that even when the fountains of the great deep were first broken up, and the windows of heaven were open'd[,] they would not admit that this was the commencement of the long threatened destruction, and thatl they would despise these first manifestations, of the fulfilment of the prophecy.  But by the time that the ark was floated, and the ocean was bursting in upon them, their obstinate unbelief must at last give way to conviction, they must believe, but it was now too late[.]  The ark had departed, the waters were fast encroaching upon them[,] and we may imagine, but cannot describe, the agonizingm stings, which conscience must have inflicted upon them, conscience, and the terrible recollections of the innumerable warnings which they had received andn of that firm and unyielding infidelity, which resisted all proof which despised all evidence, which derided all warning.


When we consider, that when the water[s] rose around them, the highest mountain ridges which they could possibly have attained to, were exceedingly small, in comparison of the multitudes with which they were crowded, and that these multitudes had long been inured to strife and murder, we may imagine the fearful struggles for existence that must have taken place amid the madness of their despair[.]


We must now consider and answer the principal objections, which have been  premise however that these objections are always negative that is, that no proofs can be brought forward of there nevero having been a deluge, and that arguments against it,p can, in consequence [on]ly be grounded, upon the want of proof that there ever was one.


The first of these objections is, that if there had ever been in reality A deluge, the annals of profane history would certainly have given some account of it.  But, it should be remembered, that any profane history, which is in any degree well grounded, commences only at the aera of the return from the Babylonish captivity, as that of Herodotus, who was the father of the Greek historians, goes no farther back and that this period was nearly two thousand years later than the aera of the deluge  But, if we go at all into the realms of fable we shall find numerous accounts which abound with fragments of corrupted tradition of this event for we find, Noah and his family, and the ark, and the flood constantly pervading their machinery  And in many of the ancient heathen processions, thereq was a custom of carrying a small vessel in remembrance of this event, and if we peruse the scattered fragments left by still remoter antiquity, we shall find them continually full of these details.  But, what is still more remarkable, the Mythology of the East, has been found to be full of indistinct records[,] of the same catastrophe[.]  It pervades the traditions of China and of India, and is not unknownr even to the savage paganism of America.  We can thus entirely refute the first of these infidel objections, for we cannot expect an account of an event from histories which commence at an aera subsequent to the period ats which that event took place, and we cannot expect more than scattered and indistinct tradition, either from the inventionst of Grecian fable, or the dreams of Paganu mythology


It has also sometimes been objected, that the ark could not contain the number of animals necessary to preserve all the species whichw exist at the present time.  And, indeed, when we look upon the multitude the amazing multitude of living beings which surround us, we might, perhaps, arrive at this inference.  But, if we would ascertain facts, we should rememberx that all the classes of animals may be reduced to a very few specimens, as it were the stamina
 of the creation, from which common stocks[,] the different and lesser varieties, may be supposed to be derived and we shall then find, that a modern first rate line of battle ship, would be amply sufficient to contain, bothy the requisite number of animals, and their food  There remains now to be answered, only one objection, of the least importance.  We are told, in the 19, of the 7th, that all the high hills that were und{e}r the whole heaven, were covered; Now, it may be asked, where could such a quantity of water be found, as, would thus fill the lowest vallies, and cover the highest  mountains.  And, if the, common order of nature, would ever admit of such an event, why have we not a more frequent recurrence of it.  Now, if we were to confine ourselves to the common and present order of things[,] this objection would be valid[.]  But the deluge was, from its commencement, entir{e}lyz a miraculous operation, showing the extent of Gods indignation, against sin, and, considering it thus, this phenomenon is no longer extraordinary, for the same power, which afterwards multiplied the loaves and fishes, could also have easily increased the bulk of the waters, for, if God made[,] the whole, we must also allow that he guidesaa the whole, and if he guides the whole[,] itbb is evident he could alter the course of nature[.]  Fossil shells also at the present day being found on the summitscc of the highest Mountains is another convincing evidence.  Now lastly, if we consider the introduction, and operation, of the flood from its commencement,dd we see his great long suffering, and also his dreadful vengeance[.]  If we look atee this last, we dare not consider that God is not alive to the depravity of Sin, and all hope is taken away from us, except that which has its foundation in the sacrifice and atonement of him in whose blood only lieth salvation.
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� At the end of this paragraph, a small line drawing is perhaps meant to illustrate the rising of the waters over mountain peaks.


� See OED, "stamen" (2.b and 2.c) and "stamina."





