IV

The calling of Abraham.

1st to 3rd verse. XII.  We must fix our attention to day, in the first place, upon the various dispensations, which have been, both before, and after the flood, held forth to man, as the means of his salvation.  The first of these dispensations, was that before the fall, which was entire perfection in the creature, and power to obtain his own salvation, in consequence of which, a proportionate demand was made upon him, of perfect obedience, by his Creator.  But this perfection was lost, and the power of obtaining salvation by that dispensation, was at an end.  Then there came a change, but it is to be observed, that it was only a change of the creature, not of the Creator, God made the same demands upon man, but another mode was ordained to him, of fulfilling them; The Creator was, and is, the same, under every change and every dispensation and these various changes were only different modes of showing his glory, his justice, and his sovereignty, Now, we must bear in mind that the dispensation after was quite universal in its character, the promise of salvation was equally extended to all the human race, it shut out none, and there was no benefit given to one individual, which was not attainable by all, it was universal in efficacy, although it was not so in facts, and it would also have been universal in application, had it not been on account of sin[.]


But this universality is now lost, in the administration to Abraham.  A particular nation is selected descending from a single individual;  But we should observe, that although, this particular administration, is limited, the former one is still continued and still extending its benefits to all men, it is an addition, not a limitation, it is introduced into the former economy, without destroying it.  And we have several proofsa of this.  For under what dispensation can we suppose that Melchisedek was a high priest[,]  Certainly under the first, and not und{e}r the Abrahamic  We may now enter into the particulars of the calling of Abraham.  31st verse, 11.  It may be asked, how Abraham, as it is here told us departed, with his family, from Ur of the Chaldees, apparently before he was called by God.  But, I think it is evident that God had appeared to him before he left Hur and arrived in Haran.  For, there is no doubt that the beginning of the twelfth chapter goes back to eventsb which had happened previously to his departure from Ur.c  Let us look at the seventh chapter of Acts, and the 2nd verse.  Stephen says, "The God of Glory appeared unto our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dw{e}lt in Charran, whichd is Haran, according to the Greek pronunciation" and said unto him Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred and come into the land which I shall show thee  For taking the order of the words in Genesis, we should imagine,that Abraham was called after he had dwelt in Haran, or Charran, but we may be sure, that Stephen and Moses were in perfect unison, and that, ase Moses says "the Lord had said to Abram[,]"f the seeming contradiction is only from the transposition of the words


We may next consider the situation of Abraham and his family his religious views[,] and condition, before he was called, and we must premise, that he was called, in order to preserve the worship of the True God, who was, at this period, almost entirely forgotten, amid the depravity and idolatry so generally prevailing, prevailing so completely indeed, that we have authority for supposing that there were idols, eveng in Abrahams own family; Now, if this state of things had continued for a very small time longer, the earth would have been left without one single testimony of even the existence of the true God.  It was therefore necessary, immediately to bring Abraham away from his house, and from his kindred, and to wean him from the worship of the Idols[,] which were placed even in his own house.  For, we read in the twenty fourth chapter of Joshua, and the second verse, "Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the flood in old time, (that is, on the other side of the river Euphrates; which was called the flood, because it was the largest river then known; and not meaning the deluge) even Terah, the father of Abraham and the father of Nahor,
 and they served other Gods," it is distinctly stated that they were Idolaters, and, although it does not positively affirm, that Abraham himself was a worshipper of idols, yet, I think we may suppose him to have been so, before he wash called of God, and his future blessings announced to him.


In these blessings, there are a few particulars which may be severally noticed.  There is, first, a simple promise made to Abraham that the Lord will shew him a land, there is nothing more, there is no intimation given as to its character, its name, or its position, it is not said whether it shall be barren, or fruitful, large, or small, desert or inhabited.  He is left to exercise his faith, he must leave his house, his country, his kindred, and he must trust all his interests ini the hands of his Creator[.]  This however, he does, and that without a moments hesitation, as the Lord had spoken untoj him, and his instant and willing compliance presents us with an example of what our conduct ought invariably to be, with regard to the promises of God.  But how much, and how constantly we deviate from the rule of conduct which the patriarch has, in this instance, so strictly observed.  How daily[,] how hourly, are we wishing, and even stipulating to the Almighty, tok und{e}rstand the entire bearing of everything whichl is written in Scripture, whenm we ought[,] without a moments hesitation, to trust ourselves, and our concerns wholly to the keeping, and management, of a true, a kind, and a faithful Creator, we are as suspicious, as if we were moving in the country of an artful, and vigilant enemy, and where an ambush was laid for us in every thicket.  How different, how exceedingly different, was the spirit of Abraham.  He knew only, but he knew that certainly that God had spoken, and that the path which he had to follow, was instant and unhesitating confidence, & he therefore waits for nothing more.  If we were to follow his example, and, having seen some of the promises clearly and completely fulfilled,n will believe that those which are yet obscure to us, shall, in time, be discovered to be equallyo true we shall then be able to travel on fearlessly, and with such a degree of firmness as will enable us, trusting in the faith of our Creator, to relieve our minds from all worldly fearsp and troubles.  Let us remember, that very few promises indeed had been made to Abraham, in comparison ofq the number which have been delivered to us, and, that, of those few, none had been hitherto fulfilled, that he saw those prophecies only under anr obscure and dawning light,s which are seen by us under a full blaze of noontide splendour, and let us then who rise so far above in the degree of explicitness belonging to those prophecies which we are required and commanded to trust to, not fall far below him in either the greatness, or the readiness of our faith.


The next article of this promise, is, that the Lord will make of Abraham a great nation[,] showing, what we have mentioned before, that the Abrahamic dispensation wast limited to a peculiar nation, the descendants of Abraham, although it shut out no one fromu the previous administrations.  There is the same want of perspicuity in this promise  Abraham is not told when or where, or how, or under what circumstances the Lord will make him a great nation, and Abrahams faith is again put to the test, but it fails not  The verse goes on  I will bless thee.  Now, we should remark here, that to be made a great nation alone might, or might not be a blessing, most probably might on the contrary prove a curse, for wealth, power, glory, any, or all of the good things of this world, only can prove blessings, when they are accompanied by the blessing of the Almighty, and it is therefore, this blessing, wh[ich] constitutes what is really good or desirable, in every thing.  We might suppose kingdoms and rulers and nations to be submitted to Abraham, or forces, and wealth and power, and dominion, to be given unto him, but if we suppose him alonev possessed of the blessing of God we suppose him possessed of infinitely more than all these, and beyond the power of man to injure him, while on the other hand, though he might be endowed with every good thing which earth could bestow upon him, if we suppose him void of divine grace, we suppose him unblest, with every blessing, and unhappy with every happiness, while the power in which lay his pride, or the dominion in which lay his power, might, in the end, only prove preludes to his fearful and irrevocable overthrow.  It is only when the blessing of God rests upon a man, that we can imagine him happy, or upon a nation, that we can imagine it great.


Again, it is promised to hlm, that his name shall be made great[.]  Now, we are not to infer from this, that Abraham desired a great name[.]  Onw the contra{ry} had he desired it, it would most probably not have been granted him, because, we may be sure, that this was not to minister to his pride, but to support his weakness.  It was to encourage him in his humble simplicity, and in order that he might not yield to any despondency, which, otherwise, might have overcome him, when he found himself in a strange land, where the God whom he served was not known, and far from his own his ownx country, his kindred, his friends, and his family[.]  The promise to make his name great, was to encourage his diffidence, and not to support his ambition.


The next promise, is, that he shall be a blessing.  This is a very great, and important addition, to the former promise, that he should be blessed.  For, had this only been granted him, his enjoyment would have been personal only, he would have stood alone, and his happiness would have been greatly cloyed, by seeing the misery, the vice, the violence, and the depravity with which he was surrounded[.]  We cannot suppose one, who has attained a tall rock, in the middle of a tempestuous ocean, and who sees his fellow-beings perishing around him to be happy, although we may suppose him thankful, and we cannot suppose, that Abraham would have been supremely happy, although blest with all the good that earthy or heaven could give, had that blessing been only personal:  But, was it not a great encouragement to him, when he knew, that wherever he went, his presence should scatter blessings on every one around, that mirth should follow his footsteps, and gladness accompany his presence.  This would secure the blessings of all around him, envy would not detract him, and malice would not injure him, his benevolence would be gratified, and his selfishness forgotten, or subdued.  No[w],z it may be asked, if this circumstance, that Abraham should be a blessing to all, was not inconsistent with[,] or contradictory to, the limitation, the peculiar limitation, of the Abrahamic dispensation.  We would answer No.  For although, on account of the peculiar circumstances in which the patriarch was placed, he might be forced so far, to enter into correspondence with the idolaters by whom he was surrounded, and although this correspondence might, in some degree bring a blessing upon them, although he might[,] enter into traffic with them and buy and sell, (as we see from the 9th and following verses of the XXIII Chapter that he bought a cave, from Ephron, of the children[,] of Heth, for four hundreds shekels of silver) yet we cannot suppos{e} that he was intimate with them[.]  God had pointed out to him the path which he was to follow, and that was one of entire seclusion and separation, from the rest of mankind, and it was his bounden duty, under all circumstances to stand aloof from all the worshippers of other Gods, and to adhere to this severe rule so strictly, as even to withdraw himself from his own family[,] & friends, when these went after unknown gods,aa in short, all, that the smallest degree would interpose between him, and the God whose servant he had been appointed, must be entirely set aside.  And, let me say, that this should be our line of conduct at the present day, we should stand aloof from every thing that, would separate us, and our heavenly Father.  We must not enter morebb into correspondence with worldly men more than is absolutely necessary, we must set the world and the thingscc of the world aside, or we shall share in their ruin.  Lot did not adhere strictly to this rule, but entered into an alliance with the people of Sodom and Gomorrah, and although he himself by a timely flight was enabled to escape, yet we know, that one individual of his family, who left the city of the idolaters with delay, and regret, was overtaken by the same destruction  Let this, my friends be a warning to us, and let us remember, that the less we have to do with the things of thisdd world, the better we are preparing for another.


Again, the verse goes on, to say that God not only will bless the friends of Abraham but will set himself against his enemies  Still[,] we observe that is exactly the line of conduct which God observes to us now.  The enemies of his people may perhaps triumph on the earth, but their triumph will be but of short duration, and God will, in the latter end, bring them to a fearful account, for in all these things, we are more than conquerors[.]  Even on the earth, when he hath flourished for a little time like a flower of the field, and spread out his branches, like a green olive tree, by the rivers of waters, yet but a little while, and he passeth away, and theee place thereof shall know it no more  We have an example of this, in the battle of kings, in which we are told that Abraham, with three hundred and eigh{t}een men, defeated the forces of the five combined kings.


We now come to the last, but the principal part of this blessing, I say the principal, because in this part, the dispensation, which before was confined to one peculiar nation, is here extended to all the nations of the earth, "and in thee shall all families of the earth[,] be blessed.  This part of the covenant, without doubt, refers to Christ, who, being one of the descendants of Abraham, yet extends the Abrahamic dispensation, through his death, to the Jew[,] and the Gentile, to the bond and the free, to all, who will believe on him.  Such were the various circumstances of the Abrahamic dispensation.  And now, my friends let me repeat, for I cannot to{o} often impress it upon you, how very striking an instance, of the blessed power of faith, we have in the conduct of Abraham, on this occasion, Abraham believed, and was steadyff in that believe, under a very obscure vision only of the glory of the Son of man  The gospel is delivered to us, under circumstances exceedingly different, we have line upongg line, and precept upon precept[.]  The redeemer has appeared, and the blessing has been accomplished, and yet we still find thousands disbelieving this grand salvation  Let me tell you that the rejection of the Gospel, or its neglect is a fearful and perilous crime.  Let us not be found guilty of either[.]  Let us receive it as Abraham did, and cast off every thing that can come between us and God, and may we be found, in the latter days among those families, who shall actually enjoy these most precious, and imperishable blessings.
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